
Specification Sheet 

Charles Churchill Richard’s House 

17 Collins Street, Yarmouth, Nova Scotia 
 
 
 
 
Address:  17 Collins Street 
                Yarmouth, Nova Scotia  B5A 3C7 
 
PID# 90207655 
 
Site Area:  16,685 Sq. Ft with 71’ of frontage on Collins Street and 235’ in depth. 
 
Designation:  Municipal and Provincial Registration located in the Heritage 
Conservation District. 
 
Assessment:  $234,400.   
 
Annual Tax Bill:  $3,995.00 
 
Building Footprint:  1,820 Sq. Ft. and is 2 ½ stories in height 
-Basement:               1,820 Sq. Ft. 
-Main Floor:             1,960 Sq. Ft. 
-2nd Floor:                 1,610 Sq. Ft. 
-3rd Floor:                  1,610 Sq. Ft. 
Gross Interior Size:   7,000 Sq. Ft.  (Heated) 
 
Zoning:  R1 
 
Present Use:  Historic Bed and Breakfast 
 
Built in 1893 
 
Completely Renovated 1999-2007 
 
Insurance:  House was appraised by insurance company as is insured for $1.3 million. 
 
Exterior 
 
Exterior Construction of solid brick, brownstone and granite 
 
Roof:  Fin All Aluminum installed 2003 at a cost of $46,000.  The system has a 75 
warrantee that is transferable up to 2 future buyers.  Drainage is had via and underground 
drainage system connected through a 14’ deep dry well to the town’s storm water system. 
 



House has been completely stripped of all lead paint, veranda completely restored. 
 
All windows have been completely restored with ¼” rolled glass and outfitted with new 
wooden storm window systems throughout. 
 
Exterior completely repointed and masonry completely restored.  (See Below for Details) 
 
Lot is completely landscaped 
 
Lot has parking for 4 cars on a crushed shale surface. 
 
Poured concrete walkway runs from the street to the parking in the rear. 
 
Infrastructure/Systems 
 
Electrical:  New in 1999, 200 AMP breaker with new entrance and panel 
 
Hot Water:  New in 1999, 75 gallon electric tank 
 
Heating System:  New in 2007, Kerr Comet 145 oil boiler direct vent with new oil tank.  
1” copper system to 27 cast iron radiators on 7 zones at a cost of $75,000. 
 
Underground roof drainage system serves roof leaders to public storm system. 
 
House is pre-wired for cable TV serving 5 locations 
 
House is pre-wired for telephone serving 3 locations 
 
House is equipped with wireless high speed internet service throughout. 
 
House is completely plumbed in 1’ to ¾’ copper piping.  (There is no plastic piping in 
this house whatsoever.)   
 
Basement 
 
Basement measures 1,820 Sq. Ft (footprint of the house) 
 
Brick and granite foundation with poured concrete flooring 
 
Ceiling height 7 1/2” (3 Feet above grade) 
 
Basement contains three heated rooms on a separate zone.  Work Shop, Laundry Room 
and Systems room with direct walk out access. 
 
 

 



Main Floor 
 
Main floor measures 1,960 Sq. Ft.  
 
Main floor heated with 4 zones 
 
Conservatory and rear mud room do not have basement under them which account for the 
difference in square foot measurements. 
 
Vestibule: enters off veranda through stain glass door.  Flooring is mosaic tile with coat 
closet. 
 
Main Hall:  located in the centre of the house is outfitted with tiger and quartershawn 
oak.  Non working fireplace.  Three story oak staircase designed by the Doane Brothers 
in 1893 and appraised by our insurance at $250,000.  The staircase is lit by three antique 
5’ stain glass windows in a diagonal facing west.  Main hall communicates with the 
principle rooms and has a Herring Bone inlaid oak floor and plaster crown molded 
ceiling. 
 
Front Parlour:  located on the front of the house facing north is lit by large bay window 
the width for the room.  Flooring is Herring Bone inlaid oak, wood work is Pennsylvania 
Cherry, with a plaster crown molded ceiling.  This room communicated with the main 
hall through a single oak/cherry door and the library via double cherry pocket doors. 
 
Library:  located in the centre of the house facing east lit by a large bay window the 
width of the room.  The room contains a working Rumford wood fireplace and tile 
hearth.  Flooring is Herring Bone inlaid oak with a crown molded ceiling.  The room 
communicates with the main hall via and oak and cherry pocket door, the front parlour 
via double cherry pocket doors, the conservatory via a French glass cherry door and the 
dining room via an oak and cherry door. 
 
Conservatory:  located off the library facing north and east.  The room is lit by 5 stain 
glass floor to ceiling windows and two roof skylights.  The room communicates with the 
front veranda via a double glazed antique glass door and transom.  The room is heated 
with its own radiator and an electric heated ceramic tile floor.  Restoration funded by 
Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency at a cost of $24,000. in 2001. 
 
Dining Room:  located off the library and main hall facing east.  The room is lit by a 
three bay window.  The trim is tiger oak; flooring is Herring Bone oak however is 
presently covered with a wall to all wool period carpet.  The room has a crown molded 
ceiling.  The room has a non working fireplace.  The room communicates directly with 
the main hall, library, kitchen and pantry. 
 
 
Kitchen/Pantry:  located to the rear of the house these rooms face east.  The kitchen is a 
complete assembly of 8 historic kitchens.  All cabinets are custom and outfitted with 



authentic doors, draws, counter tops and hardware.  There are 8 stain glass cabinets doors 
above which reach a height of 12 feet.  The kitchen and pantry are complete with garbage 
disposal, dishwasher, and Heartland electric range.  The flooring in the kitchen is T&G 
spruce.  The kitchen and pantry communicate with the dining room, rear hall which leads 
to a rear veranda, basement and side hall to maid’s staircase. 
 
Maids Hall:  located in the middle of the house, behind the main staircase facing west.  
This hall has an oak staircase and side entrance to the driveway on the west.  This hall 
communicates with the main hall, kitchen, driveway and two upstairs bedrooms. 
 
 
Second Floor 
 
Second floor measures 1,610 Sq. Ft. 
 
Second floor heated with 3 zones  
 
Second floor is smaller than first floor because the pantry, rear entrance hall and 
conservatory are only one store high. 
 
The Second floor contains, 4 bedrooms, 2 with ensuite three piece baths, one full three 
piece bath off the main hall and one ½ bath off main hall.  The main hall communicates 
with three bedrooms, full three piece bath and a half bath.  The rear staircase 
communicates with 2 bedrooms.  All flooring is painted pine; one bedroom is wall to 
wall. All rooms have large windows and 11’ ceilings. 
 
Third Floor 
 
Third floor measures 1,610 Sq. Ft. 
 
Third floor heated by 1 zone 
 
The third floor has been complete gutted in preparation for future expansion.  The floor 
has three bedrooms and is rough plumbed for two full baths or kitchenette and one full 
bath.  The floor is insulated from the second floor.  All three rooms communicate with 
the main hall.  The plumbing is roughed in as ensuites for two of the three bedrooms.  
There is a second egress from the third floor however the exterior staircase has not be 
constructed at the time of report. 
 
There is a full attic. 
 
 

 

 

 

 



In closing…. 
 
This house was constructed between 1892-1895 and completely restored in 1999.  The 
material to construct this house came to Nova Scotia as ballast on the Minard’s Liniment 
Company ships.  The brick is Boston Baked Enamel, the brownstone was quarried in 
New Hampshire, and the granite was quarried in Vermont.  The interior woods are 
Pennsylvania Cherry, Carolina Oak, Clear Spruce, Sycamore and Pine.  There is no lead 
paint remaining on the property.  This house is one of two brick mansions ever built in 
the Province of Nova Scotia of its class.  The other is Bread and Roses Inn in Annapolis 
Royal.   
 
The house is the receipt of the following awards: 
 
1999 Yarmouth Historical Society  
2001 Restoration of the Year from the Province of Nova Scotia 
2001 Mechanical Contractor of the Year from the Province of Nova Scotia. 
2005 LB Jenson Award for its restoration from the Provincial Property Owners Assoc. 
 
The house is the centre house in the Heritage Conservation District with other as of right 
uses.   
 
The house is Municipally Registered 
 
The house is Provincially Registered as the 365th property of 366 in this Province. 
 
Of Significant Consideration:   
 
The property was recently appraised, as a private residence, in November 2011 for 
$500,000.00.  Taking into consideration its income earning history, which was not 
addressed in this appraisal, the Sellers have set the sales price at $599,000.00.   
 
The Sellers, for the right buyer, may consider some Purchase Money Financing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


